Immunohistochemical analysis of experimental autoimmune uveoretinitis (EAU) induced by interphotoreceptor retinoid-binding protein (IRBP) in the rat.
Experimental autoimmune uveoretinitis (EAU) was induced in rats by immunization with bovine interphotoreceptor retinoid-binding protein (IRBP) and studied by immunohistochemistry. In general, the IRBP induction of inflammatory cellular components and expression of immune-related antigens on various non-lymphoid cells resembled those provoked by S-antigen (S-Ag). However, differences were found between the two diseases, including: 1) The increase in T suppressor/cytotoxic cells occurred in IRBP EAU more rapidly than in S-Ag EAU. 2) Fewer numbers of non-lymphoid cells expressed major histocompatibility complex class II surface antigens in IRBP EAU than in S-Ag EAU. The immunopathogenic mechanism of EAU induced by these two retinal antigens are discussed.